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Big Changes are coming to
Scouting America’s technology!
Check out https://
techhub.scouting.org/
beascout-redesign/ for a peek
at the changes that will be
coming over the next year!  

The new Tech Hub is your go-to resource for
information on ScoutBook, BeAScout, My.Scouting, and
other technology projects. You'll find project updates,
FAQs, system status, details on the BeAScout redesign,
and more. Whether you're a volunteer, parent, or Scout
leader, it's a valuable resource to bookmark. Learn
more: https://techhub.scouting.org/ 

Join Scouting America’s Technology Group for a free
webinar on Thursday, August 13 at 7:00 PM Central for
more information about these exciting updates!   Click
here to join the webinar!

https://techhub.scouting.org/beascout-redesign/
https://techhub.scouting.org/beascout-redesign/
https://techhub.scouting.org/beascout-redesign/
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/eb61f82c-f9eb-4d33-b991-30e1a261728e@fd9008a0-7846-4989-a4https:/events.teams.microsoft.com/event/eb61f82c-f9eb-4d33-b991-30e1a261728e@fd9008a0-7846-4989-a4c5-77cfad3f7e4ec5-77cfad3f7e4e


Important Info
Website:
https://www.scoutingamericahighdesertcouncil.org/

Newsletter Signup:
Go to our website (above) - and click “join our email list” in the
upper right corner to ensure you get this newsletter directly
each month!

Roundtable - Council Wide
1st Thursday of every month starting at 7:00pm
Info here - Each session starts with general info and
then breaks into separate “rooms” to discuss
Pack/Troop/Crew/Commissioner/Special Interest
Topics

Social Media:
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for
the latest news and updates!

Zoom Meeting ID: 851 4615 1346
Passcode: EJPQv5
(Meeting Code is good for next 3 years) 

Questions: contact Ruben Berumen r.b.berumen@gmail.com or
Kym Maldonado  kym_maldonado@hotmail.com 

Scan or Click to
enter Meeting

ABQ Metro Area Hybrid Roundtable for August is at 
St. Marks Episcopal Church - 431 Richmond Pl NE - ABQ

El Paso/Las Cruces Area Hybid Roundtable
South Area Council Office
7601 Lockheed Dr - El Paso

https://www.instagram.com/highdesertcouncil/
https://www.facebook.com/HighDesertCouncil
https://www.scoutingamericahighdesertcouncil.org/
https://scoutingevent.com/573-100392
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85146151346?pwd=R1PqbcpEPG1yOVJXBEvG93YsYyM2xs.1


Date Event Location

Aug 4th Scout Night Out on the Plaza Las Cruces, NM

Aug 15  th NM United Scouting America Night ABQ, NM

Aug 21-23 OA Lodge Section Induction Experience Gorham Scout Ranch

Aug 29  th Adventure Day ABQ, NM

Aug 29  th Locomotives Game Night El Paso, TX

Sept 6  th Scout Night At ABQ Isotopes ABQ, NM

Sept 7  th Offices Closed Council Wide

Sept 19  th Life to Eagle Class Online/ABQ Office

Sept 19  th 2026 Sporting Clays Fundraiser Bosque, NM

Sept 25-27 2026 Fall Camporee - Kirtland AFB ABQ, NM

Sept 26  th Massing of the Colors El Paso, TX

Oct 3  rd BALOO Training Camp Tyler Francis

Oct 10  th Western Tech MBU/Univ. of Scouting El Paso, TX

Oct 24  th Cuboree TBD

Nov 7  th Health MBU ABQ, NM

Nov 21  st Scout Night at NMSU Las Cruces, NM

Upcoming Events
Check https://scoutingevent.com/573 for up-to-date Info
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In the News

Click Image for More Information!

Recharter/Membership Cycle Updates

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0SLgUtschQu1Zhc6MFG8Eyf4qwR9GrF2rommyGh2NETDnn44wagQuxFkfgEKskiiol&id=61589731284777&__cft__[0]=AZZxkCuktisNGcokaLYKt-BUYFY4ZVRaecv8CgCoR7vFssC-9MDlrwzUB_6bt8QYNU_pbHril3OrFX6tiCVg3oIrOq9eMb-ulsk7GT5UKgR5gURdd9ZQ3qr0JCqcrvFLiTrv5cwHta-TP36aPSY7kmHfQQvivSukO0ulDD0Yrr6sWEhIIP1xQLKnmQEW8W14jvg&__tn__=-UK*F


In the News

Beginning August 3, 2026, BeAScout will launch an
updated experience designed to give prospective
families the information they want before
contacting a unit. The goal is simple: make it easier
for families to find the right Scouting unit and take
the next step.  Key 3 Leaders will be able to enter
more specific information about their units to help
prospective families decide which unit is right for
them.  

Key 3 Leaders should update their pin information
now by going My.Scouting - Organizational
Manager - Unit Pin so they are ready to go when the
system updates go ilve!

Watch this video for more info!  LINK

BeAScout Pin Updates!

The Council’s Key 3 has been reviewing recent operations at Gorham Scout Ranch in
order to determine the most prudent course of action regarding offering summer
camp there in 2027. That review examined the low level of recent use of Gorham by
HDC Troops, and all of the many costs of putting on a full summer camp program there.
As a result of that review, the Key 3 reluctantly recommended to the Council’s
Executive Board that summer camp at Gorham be suspended for 2027.

At the June 17, 2026, meeting of the Council’s Executive Board, at which a quorum was
present, the following motion was made and seconded: To accept the
recommendation from the Council Key 3 that we suspend offering summer camp at
Gorham Scout Ranch for 2027, and continue evaluating our capability of hosting
summer camp at Gorham in 2028

HDC will not offer a summer camp program at Gorham in 2027. 
HDC Troops will need to plan their summer camp experience for 2027 at another
Council’s facility. 
Gorham will remain open and operating for scheduled short-form programs
throughout 2026 and in 2027. 
Gorham will remain open for Units to use for their own events. 

Gorham Scout Ranch Update

https://vimeo.com/1213395063?fl=ip&fe=ec


Unit BuzzUnit Buzz!

The August issue of the Unit Buzz is packed with
photos of “scouts doing scouting”.
Featured this month are:

Pack 591
Troop 410
Crew 20

The Unit Buzz is a monthly compilation of unit activities throughout the
High Desert Council. Unit leaders are encouraged to use the form below

to submit a picture and a short description of their unit in action. 
Appropriate submissions include:

Courts of Honor
Service projects
Campouts, hikes, ceremonies, games, crafts
Other unit level, special activities that deserve recognition

Unit Leaders - Scan/Click here for the
submission form!

Click or Scan to
Check it Out!!!  

https://www.scoutingamericahighdesertcouncil.org/the-unit-buzz
https://85ba5191-4bb1-4913-8ecd-734a8ddc4eea.usrfiles.com/ugd/85ba51_d76f5b2fcfc7492196ef9bedbc41709b.pdf


Training Trail

Troop Leader Specific Training: This
training provides Scoutmasters and

Assistant Scoutmasters with the
knowledge and tools needed to

effectively lead a Scouts BSA Troop.
Topics include troop operations,

advancement, youth leadership, the
patrol method, and delivering a quality

Scouting program.

https://scoutingevent.com/573-115977


Training Trail

Cub Leader Training: New and
experienced Cub Scout leaders are

invited to participate in training
sessions designed to build

confidence, develop leadership
skills, and provide the tools needed
to deliver a fun and successful Cub

Scout program.

BALOO Training
Camp Tyler Francis

October 3rd

BALOO Training: BALOO (Basic
Adult Leader Outdoor

Orientation) provides Pack
leaders with the skills and

knowledge needed to safely
plan and conduct Pack
camping activities. This

hands-on training is required
for Packs participating in

overnight camping.



Advancement

Now is the time to build a year of adventure, learning, service, and
fun.  A strong Scout program starts with a clear annual plan.
Gather youth leaders, adult volunteers, families, school calendars,
community dates, and council events, then shape a calendar that
balances advancement, outdoor adventure, leadership
development, service, and memorable experiences.

Program Planning Checklist
Review last year’s program and identify what worked well.
Collect important school, community, district, and council
dates.
Ask Scouts for activity ideas and let youth leaders help shape
priorities.
Choose monthly themes that include outdoor skills, service,
advancement, leadership, and fun.
Build a budget that supports the calendar and communicates
costs early.
Share the finished calendar with families so everyone can plan
ahead.

Start planning now: a thoughtful program gives Scouts something
to look forward to and helps families stay engaged all year long. 

Troop Planning info - https://troopleader.scouting.org/troop-
planning/
Pack Planning info -  https://www.scouting.org/programs/cub-
scouts/leader-resources/pack-meeting-resources/

Advancement Questions?
For information on how to contact an Advancement
Committee Member for your area - Click HERE for more
information.  You will find a list of all our committee
members and their contact information!

Plan an Exciting Program for Your Scouts

https://troopleader.scouting.org/troop-planning/
https://troopleader.scouting.org/troop-planning/
https://www.scouting.org/programs/cub-scouts/leader-resources/pack-meeting-resources/
https://www.scouting.org/programs/cub-scouts/leader-resources/pack-meeting-resources/
https://www.scoutingamericahighdesertcouncil.org/_files/ugd/85ba51_bd96c12a6f2647d7a0f531ea01d0fad9.pdf


Advancement

https://scoutingevent.com/573-115951


Events
(Click graphic for more information)

Scout Night at NM
United

August 15 , 2026th

Location: Albuquerque

Join fellow Scouts, families, and
friends for Scouting America
Night with NM United!!  

Buy Tickets Here - TICKET LINK

Scout Night at the
Locomotives

August 29 , 2026th

Location: El Paso

Join us for Scout Night at the Locomotive!
On August 29th, all Scouts purchasing
through this link will receive:
- Special rate on tickets in Lower Level
Endline (Sec. 111)
- Get a chance to participate in helping
present colors before the game.
- free popcorn voucher
-Spectacular Fireworks display after the
game
-Exclusive Patch - BUY TICKETS HERE - LINK

https://pa.exchange/marketplace/208cf25a-7c5b-11f0-a72e-052d2f5880d0/storefront/208cf39a-7c5b-11f0-95bb-d9ad46422619
https://scoutingevent.com/573-117063


Events
(Click graphic for more information)

Albuquerque Area Units!

https://scoutingevent.com/573-116740


Events
(Click graphic for more information)

Scout Night at
Isotopes Baseball

Sept 6, 2026
Location: Albuquerque

Join fellow Scouts, families, and
friends for Scouting America Day
at RGCU Field at Isotopes Park! 

Take advantage of exclusive
group pricing with $18.32
Reserved Level tickets (a
tremendous savings off the game
day price) and enjoy an exciting
day of Albuquerque Isotopes
baseball while celebrating
Scouting America.

Buy Tickets here - TICKET LINK

For more information - visit https://
givebutter.com/2026-sporting-clays-

fyegut

https://scoutingevent.com/573-118905
https://www.gofevo.com/event/2026scouting4?ref=VSOBIESKI
https://givebutter.com/2026-sporting-clays-fyegut
https://givebutter.com/2026-sporting-clays-fyegut
https://givebutter.com/2026-sporting-clays-fyegut
https://givebutter.com/2026-sporting-clays-fyegut


Events
(Click graphic for more information)

Fall Camporee
Sept 25-27

Location: Albuquerque

Join Scouts from across the council for a
weekend of camping, competition, and
outdoor adventure! This year's Survival
theme features hands-on challenges,
patrol competitions, wilderness skills,
and fellowship.

Scouts will have the opportunity to
complete portions of the Wilderness
Survival Merit Badge while putting their
skills to the test.

Come prepared to compete, camp, and
have fun!

Registration opening August 7  Click
here

th

We are asking for each unit to send at lease one volunteer to help!
Please send an email to sparkstribe2003@yahoo.com

https://scoutingevent.com/573-110638
https://scoutingevent.com/573-110638


Long Term Planning!

Get ready for one of the biggest
Cub Scout events of the year on
October 24th!
Cuboree is a weekend full of
outdoor adventure, camping,
games, activities, crafts, and
family fun. Join Cub Scouts from
across the council for an
unforgettable weekend of
Scouting. Must have BALOO
trained adult participate with
your unit!
More details and registration
coming soon!

Western Tech MBU
Oct 10, 2026

Location: El Paso

Merit Badge University: Scouts
can choose from a variety of
merit badges, including
Welding, Communication,
Public Speaking, and more

https://scoutingevent.com/573-115977


Long Term Planning!



Popcorn Info

Join our BAND App for
important announcements

and the latest popcorn
updates throughout the

season:

Invitation Link: https://
band.us/n/abaeA7r8O910V

Check our our resource pack
for lots of great information!

Click here to Download
Packet

For more information - visit our Mission Popcorn Website

https://band.us/n/abaeA7r8O910V
https://band.us/n/abaeA7r8O910V
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PD1PGKrtxIDJ83LqX-Bt5sHuXIR30I8G/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PD1PGKrtxIDJ83LqX-Bt5sHuXIR30I8G/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.scoutingamericahighdesertcouncil.org/popcorn-2026
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