
HIGH DESERT
NEWS
June 2026

Hot Topics from the
National Annual Meeting!!

In Mid-May - Scouters from around the country met in Dallas, TX for a
week of meetings, presentations, fellowship and fun.  The full
slideshows will (eventually) be posted at this link  (the 2025 NAM
Presentations are still posted as of now) but here are a few highlights.
Some were only general announcements of upcoming changes and
there will be more information coming in the next few months.  Stay
tuned!!!

Pie-in-the-Face is now officially allowed - Detailed Specifics listed here:
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/safety-moments/pie-in-
the-face-safe-checklist/
Guidance permitting laser tag and “low-power water guns” will be
release soon(YOU CAN’T DO IT YET!)
Beginning in Sept 2026 - all units due for renewal will renew to Feb 2028.
Fees will be prorated.  Individual memberships will transition in 2027 to
Feb 2028 date.  We will be returning to the unit renewal of all members vs
the individual family renewals.   Unit leaders should watch for updates
from their local council, as additional guidance and implementation
details may vary by council during the transition period.
The current 60 day grace period for renewal will end Dec 31, 2026.
Members renewing in Nov 2026 will get a 30 day grace period.  Members
due to renew in December 2026  must renew by December 31 to avoid
being dropped
Discounted registration for children of Active Duty, Guard and Reserve
Families(more on page 4)

https://nam.scouting.org/presentations/
https://nam.scouting.org/presentations/
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/safety-moments/pie-in-the-face-safe-checklist/
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/safety-moments/pie-in-the-face-safe-checklist/


Important Info
Website:
https://www.scoutingamericahighdesertcouncil.org/

Newsletter Signup:
Go to our website (above) - and click “join our email list” in the
upper right corner to ensure you get this newsletter directly
each month!

Roundtable - Council Wide
1st Thursday of every month starting at 7:00pm
Info here - Each session starts with general info and
then breaks into separate “rooms” to discuss
Pack/Troop/Crew/Commissioner/Special Interest
Topics

Social Media:
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for
the latest news and updates!

Zoom Meeting ID: 851 4615 1346
Passcode: EJPQv5
(Meeting Code is good for next 3 years) 

Questions: contact Ruben Berumen r.b.berumen@gmail.com or
Kym Maldonado  kym_maldonado@hotmail.com 

Scan or Click to
enter Meeting

ABQ Metro Area Hybrid Roundtable for June is at 
Prince of Peace Catholic Church - 12500 Carmel Ave NE, ABQ

Adventure Guide:
Check out this great new resource with info about all the fun
you can have in our council!  LINK HERE

El Paso/Las Cruces Area Hybid Roundtable
South Area Council Office
7601 Lockheed Dr - El Paso

https://www.instagram.com/highdesertcouncil/
https://www.facebook.com/HighDesertCouncil
https://www.scoutingamericahighdesertcouncil.org/
https://scoutingevent.com/573-100392
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85146151346?pwd=R1PqbcpEPG1yOVJXBEvG93YsYyM2xs.1
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG1Ik-Yq2A/yeT-AHmbE1iWFk-EZp2JMA/edit?utm_content=DAG1Ik-Yq2A&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG1Ik-Yq2A/yeT-AHmbE1iWFk-EZp2JMA/edit?utm_content=DAG1Ik-Yq2A&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton


Date Event Location

June 5th Eagle Scout Recognition Banquets ABQ and El Paso

June 4-6 Cub Scout Day Camp - Four Corners Hesperus, CO

June 7-13 Brownsea-22 Gorham Scout Ranch

June 13  th NRA Range Safety Officer ABQ Office

June 18-20 Cub Scout Day Camp - ABQ ABQ, NM

June 19  th Office and Scout Shop Closed Council-wide

June 21-24 Webelos Week in the Woods Gorham Scout Ranch

June 26  th CPR/AED/FA Class ABQ Office

June 27-28 WFA Class ABQ Office

June 27-28 ATV Weekend Gorham Scout Ranch

July 3rd Office and Scout Shop Closed Council-wide

Jul 5  th Scout Day at the Chihuahuas El Paso, TX

July 8th Popcorn Kickoff Online

July 11-12 ATV Weekend Gorham Scout Ranch

July 11-12 High Desert Council Fun Shoot Weekend Gorham Scout Ranch

July 17  th COPE Weekend Gorham Scout Ranch

July 17-18 Cub Scout Fishing Derby El Paso, TX

Upcoming Events
Check https://scoutingevent.com/573 for up-to-date Info
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In the News



In the News

Commemorative Patches
         To honor and recognize America's 250th Anniversary - the High
Desert Council announces that it has approved the creation of three
Special Council Shoulder Patches (CSP) to commemorate this historic
event. Show your patriotism on this 250th year of America by ordering
yours today as they will only be available on a pre-order basis for short
time so that you can display them on your Uniform for the rest of this
year. 
          These CSP’s can be purchased separately for $8.00 each (Red
background, blue background or gray background) or as a set of three
for ($21.00) Patches can be shipped for a nominal fee or picked up at
either of the council offices when they arrive.  Place your order before
June 6th!!

CLICK HERE TO PLACE YOUR ORDER

https://www.scoutingamericahighdesertcouncil.org/category/category-page


Cub Scout Day Camp!

REGISTRATION STILL OPEN FOR ABQ METRO
AND SOUTH AREA

To Register  ABQ Metro area camp - visit https://
scoutingevent.com/573-113206
To Register for South Area Day Camp - visit
https://scoutingevent.com/573-102833

Hesperus, CO Area - Daniel Hosfield - Dhosfield13@gmail.com
ABQ Metro Area - Heather Plouse - purple.gemini.fairy@gmail.com
El Paso/Las Cruces Area - Stacy Tarango - sltarango@hotmail.com

ANY QUESTIONS OR TO VOLUNTEER - CONTACT:

https://scoutingevent.com/573-113206
https://scoutingevent.com/573-113206
https://scoutingevent.com/573-102833
mailto:Dhosfield13@gmail.com


Training Trail

NRA Range Safety Officer Course
June 13, 2026

LOCATION: Albuquerque, NM

For all Troop and Crew shoots, an
NRA instructor AND a NRA RSO is
required. If Troops and Crews have
an RSO, the organizations will only
be required to find an NRA
instructor current in the firearm
intended to shoot. 

There will be no firearms or
ammunition in the class beyond
those which the instructor will
provide for demonstration. 

Registration Link

https://scoutingevent.com/573-110093


Training Trail

LOCATION: Albuquerque Service Center

  This 16-hour course covers first aid
assessment and treatment in remote
environments where advanced medical
care is not immediately accessible.
Participants learn to assess, treat, and
manage emergencies within their
training scope.  IF you are not current in
CPR/AED/First Aid certification - you
must also register separately for that
class (linked above)

Wilderness First Aid
June 27-28, 2026

Open to participants 14 years or older or registered Venturers. This two-day course
requires attendance on both days.

LOCATION: Albuquerque Service
Center

A hands-on course 5:30-9:00 pm.
The course includes an online
component, which must be
completed in advance. Participants
should bring the completion
certificate to class, where a final
test will be administered.

First Aid/CPR/AED
Training

June 26, 2026

https://scoutingevent.com/573-110097
https://scoutingevent.com/573-110096


Advancement

Advancement Questions?
For information on how to contact an Advancement
Committee Member for your area - Click HERE for more
information.  You will find a list of all our committee
members and their contact information!

Cub Scouts: 
          School is out and it is time for summer fun with your
old and new Cub friends! Go do it! You are probably going
to Cub Scout Day Camp in June. It will be great! Or maybe
your pack has another plan. That will be great too! Then see
what your leaders have planned for July and August. Your
leaders have training to help everyone do activities safely.
The Guide to Safe Scouting is a wonderful reference. Take
photos and get it to our Unit Buzz to share your great ideas
with other Packs!

Troops, Crews and Ships: 
             You probably already have plans for something
special this summer. Remember to work together to bring
it to fruition. You have learned how to plan, prepare, and
perform. Have a great summer! It could be a fairly small
outing or an awesome trip! Some of you will attend the
National Jamboree in July. There are a lot of options at
Jambo, so check the schedule and see what you want to be
sure to catch. Take Photos of your adventures and share
them with Unit Buzz!

Summer Planning for Units, Scouts & Families

https://www.scoutingamericahighdesertcouncil.org/_files/ugd/85ba51_bd96c12a6f2647d7a0f531ea01d0fad9.pdf


Advancement

Scouts BSA Advancement Demystified
Webinars:

Each month - there is a free webinar addressing different elements of
Scouts BSA Advancement.   The recordings are posted shortly after so
even if you can’t make it the night it initially airs - you can still get all
the great information.  Visit https://www.scouting.org/program-
updates/upcoming-webinars-scouts-bsa-advancement-demystified-
series/ for more information

February 4 – Working Advancement into Troop Meetings  -
Recording now Posted

Thursday, March 5 – Using Scoutbook Plus for Advancement -
Recording now Posted 
Wednesday, April 22 – Special Needs – Accommodations,
Modifications, RBAE and More - Recording now Posted
Wednesday, May 5 – Merit Badge Counseling — Moving from Good
to Great - Recording coming soon

Thank you to our Merit Badge Counselors - we appreciate how you
bring new worlds to our Scouts. You open their eyes to new Career
and Hobby ideas they may have never heard of before. 
Scout Book +: This link is a wonderful little training on how MBCs can
use Scout Book +. It is remarkably up to date and covers a lot of
questions that MBCs have.

https://help.scoutbook.scouting.org/knowledge-base/scoutbook-
plus-merit-badge-counselor-guide/#unit-guide-to-working-with-
merit-badge-counselors-in-scoutbook-plus

https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/upcoming-webinars-scouts-bsa-advancement-demystified-series
https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/upcoming-webinars-scouts-bsa-advancement-demystified-series
https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/upcoming-webinars-scouts-bsa-advancement-demystified-series
https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/scouts-bsa-advancement-webinar-recording-now-available-working-advancement-into-troop-meetings/
https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/scouts-bsa-advancement-webinar-recording-now-available-working-advancement-into-troop-meetings/
https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/scouts-bsa-advancement-webinar-recording-now-available-working-advancement-into-troop-meetings/
https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/scouts-bsa-advancement-webinar-recording-now-available-working-advancement-into-troop-meetings/
https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/scouts-bsa-advancement-webinar-recording-now-available-working-advancement-into-troop-meetings/
https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/recording-now-available-scoutbook-plus-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/recording-now-available-scoutbook-plus-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/recording-now-available-scoutbook-plus-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/program-update-advancement-demystified-special-needs-webinar-now-available/
https://help.scoutbook.scouting.org/knowledge-base/scoutbook-plus-merit-badge-counselor-guide/#unit-guide-to-working-with-merit-badge-counselors-in-scoutbook-plus
https://help.scoutbook.scouting.org/knowledge-base/scoutbook-plus-merit-badge-counselor-guide/#unit-guide-to-working-with-merit-badge-counselors-in-scoutbook-plus
https://help.scoutbook.scouting.org/knowledge-base/scoutbook-plus-merit-badge-counselor-guide/#unit-guide-to-working-with-merit-badge-counselors-in-scoutbook-plus


Events
(Click graphic for more information)

Eagle Banquet
June 5th, 2026

LOCATION:  ABQ and El Paso

Join us for a wonderful
luncheon celebrating all the
Eagle Scouts from the past

year!  We will have two
simultaneous events - one in

ABQ and one in El Paso.
Registration for each event is

separate click the appropriate
link below for more details

El Paso Registration Link
ABQ Registration Link

Webelos/AOL
Week in the

Woods
June 21-24

LOCATION:  Gorham Scout Ranch

This special camp  to help make sure each Webelos and Arrow
of Light Scout is prepared to join a troop in the coming
months. Confidence they have all the skills necessary when
they cross the bridge is key to any successful crossover.

Registration Now Open

https://donations.scouting.org/council/412/event/805
https://donations.scouting.org/council/412/event/797
https://scoutingevent.com/573-114592
https://scoutingevent.com/573-114592


Events
(Click graphic for more information)

https://scoutingevent.com/573-115881
https://scoutingevent.com/573-115391
https://scoutingevent.com/573-115472


Scout Fishing Derby
July 17-18

LOCATION:  El Paso, TX

Get ready to cast your lines
and reel in some fun—our
Scout Fishing Derby Weekend
is coming up! This two-day
adventure is filled with
learning, outdoor fun, and
friendly competition.  Must
Attend Both Days

Registration Info Coming Soon

Scout Day at
Chihuahuas Baseball

July 5th
LOCATION:  El Paso, TX

Join us for an unforgettable
evening of baseball and scouting
at the Chihuahuas' Scout Day on
July 5 .  Register as a unit to sit
together - Wear your Uniform and
bring your banner or flag for pre-
game parade

th

Visit https://scoutingevent.com/573-116349 for info on how to purchase tickets

Events
(Click graphic for more information)

https://scoutingevent.com/573-114258-261572
https://scoutingevent.com/573-116349
https://scoutingevent.com/573-116349


Serving as Jamboree staff is also the
cheapest way to experience the

Jamboree.
Check out the pricing options:

Full Session: $650 / $1060 (over 30)
Half Sessions: $400 / $700 (over 30)
(does not include travel expenses)

Operation Arrow is looking for youth
and adult members to serve in

various roles – most critical is the OA
Service Corps, providing support to

complement Jamboree program
staff and other critical operations.

For more information, visit https://oa-scouting.org/program/
events/jamboree

As you are planning your
unit’s summertime activities
- put this on your calendar!!
Locations planned around

the council and all are
welcome to participate!

This will be a great “Bring a
Friend” event to showcase

how much fun they could be
having in Scouts!  More

details to come!

Events
(Click graphic for more information)

https://oa-scouting.org/program/events/jamboree
https://oa-scouting.org/program/events/jamboree
https://oa-scouting.org/program/events/jamboree


Long Term Planning!

When: August 28-30 AND Sept 12-13 (MUST ATTEND BOTH
WEEKENDS
Where: Gorham Scout Ranch
Staff and Participants Needed 
Registration is open - https://scoutingevent.com/573-108087
For more info - reach out to Luke Arnold, 505-999-9733
laarnold@hotmail.com 

Fall Camporee
Sept 25-27

https://scoutingevent.com/573-108087
https://scoutingevent.com/573-108087
mailto:laarnold@hotmail.com
mailto:laarnold@hotmail.com


Long Term Planning!

The World Scout Jamboree is held every
four years around the world. The next
Jamboree will be held in Gdansk, Poland
in the summer of 2027 and will have
approximately 45,000 Scouts and
leaders from over 140 countries in
attendance. Participants must be
between age 14-17 at the start of the
Jamboree on July 30, 2027. Anyone older
than that can apply to be a unit leader or
on staff. Anyone younger than that will
have to wait for the 2031 Jamboree in
Denmark. Here are two key websites:
The World Scout Jamboree website:
https://www.jamboree2027.org
The US Contingent website:  https://
wsj2027.us

https://www.jamboree2027.org/
https://www.jamboree2027.org/
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwsj2027.us&umid=f6918a88-2435-42e4-8c55-4f9fd5860dcd&rct=1755820563&auth=203ecf89f7cd4098d9eaa5656305d334dc98bd7e-e76bd9183c250432e6da0ddbe12ab9f55db0cf3c
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwsj2027.us&umid=f6918a88-2435-42e4-8c55-4f9fd5860dcd&rct=1755820563&auth=203ecf89f7cd4098d9eaa5656305d334dc98bd7e-e76bd9183c250432e6da0ddbe12ab9f55db0cf3c


Scout Shop Info
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Popcorn Info
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